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mind delighted. On the 7th March, 1918, Mr. Bpnar Law, spokes-
man in such matters for the War Cabinet, had declared that
" there will be no dangerous superiority on the Western Front
from the point of view of guns any more than from the point of
view of men," and added that he was " still a little sceptical
about the threatened offensive." So little heed did the Govern-
ment pay to the warnings of the soldiers that at the critical
moment two Cavalry Divisions of the Indian Army were with-
drawn from the Fifth Army and were embarking at Marseilles
for Palestine when the shock came. On the 21st March had begun
that great drive engineered by the genius of General Ludendorff
on the weakened British line at its juncture with the French.
Against Sir Hubert Cough's Fifth Army of two Brigades and
13 Divisions no less than 42 German Divisions were set in mo-
tion, and outnumbered by four to one, with only one man per
yard of line, Gough was battered and driven for the space of
eight days. Some of his battalions died fighting almost to a man;
the rest fell back fighting, gave but never broke; the position
was saved almost miraculously by that imperturbable steadiness
of the British Infantry under heavy punishment.
The War Cabinet, in a panic, determined to save the country
and themselves by a heroic measure of conscription; but it was
represented that they could hardly call up Englishmen of fifty
and leave Ireland untouched. The Government, then, decided at
last to apply conscription to Ireland; but as they trembled for
the political consequences of the measure, they proposed to
soften it by the establishment of self-government in Ireland
" with the least possible delay." From the political point of
view, this double policy had the advantage that it put Ulster in
a dilemma: to oppose Home Rule would be to oppose Conscrip-
tion.
It is a probable conjecture that it was in connection with these
proposals that " Edward had to go off and see Lloyd George v
on the 28th March, 1918, as Lady Carson notes in her Di&ry*
The interview could hardly have been satisfactory to the Prime
Minister and the next approach was made by Mr, Bonar Law
on the 1st of April:
" The question of Ireland," the Conservative leader wrote, ** is~
nearly hopeless and whatever decision we take there will be